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2012 GAO Report – FGDC Actions 

GAO-13-94, Nov. 26, 2012 – “OMB and Agencies Need to Make 

Coordination a Priority to Reduce Duplication” 

 Develop a plan with timeframe to facilitate the implementation of OMB’s 
portfolio management guidance 

OUTCOME: National Geospatial Data Asset Management Plan 

 Develop and implement guidance for identifying planned geospatial investments 
using the Geospatial Platform 

OUTCOME: Geospatial Platform Marketplace – evolving 

 Create, update and implement an NSDI strategic plan 

OUTCOME: NSDI Strategic Plan 2014-2016 

Note: report included agency specific geo planning, metadata, standards, 

marketplace, and data theme management actions. 

 

GAO has closed these actions based on evidence of implementation.  

FGDC continues to develop and implement these plans and tools. 
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2015 GAO Report – FGDC Actions 

GAO-135-193, Feb. 2015 – “Geospatial Data, Progress Needed on Identifying 

expenditures, Building and Utilizing a Data Infrastructure, and Reducing Duplicative 

Efforts” 

 Correct search function on the Geospatial Platform and monitor regularly 

STATUS: Enhanced search capabilities evolving with robust search in V4.0 

 Regular collection of Geospatial Platform performance measures with reports to the Steering 
Committee 

STATUS: Performance dashboards pending release, FGDC service checker integrated 

 Create address data theme and associated subcommittees and working groups to further a national 
address database (NAD) 

STATUS: DOT held a NAD Summit engaging multiple communities and levels-of-government; DOT 
and Census executed pilots with multiple stakeholders, DOT drafting a minimum content 
standard, DOT and Census developing a set of recommendations. 

 National Digital Orthophoto Program (NDOP) to reassess the feasibility of the Imagery for the 
Nation initiative. 

STATUS: GAO has closed this action. The reassessment recognized there is still value to be had in 
a national imagery program but that significant barriers still exist. The path forward should be 
part of the NGDA Imagery Theme Strategic Plan and not a separate initiative. 

Note: report included agency specific geo planning, policy, metadata, marketplace, actions; 

and an OMB action for improved oversight on progress of the NSDI. 
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National Geospatial Data Asset Management 

National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) 
Data Themes and data sets 

Updated OMB Circular A-16, Appendix E – NSDI Data Themes, 
Definitions, and Lead Agencies 

Data foundation for the Federal geospatial data portfolio 
management 

NGDA Management Plan (NGDAMP), March 2014 
Portfolio Management Implementation Plan for OMB Circular A-

16 Supplemental Guidance as it relates to OMB Circular A-16, 
Coordination of Geographic Information and Related Spatial Data 
Activities 

3-year plan, started in 2014 

Major portion of the NSDI Strategic Plan Goal 2 
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NGDA Portfolio Summary Report 
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 General information 
• Submission Status 

 Maturity Status Overview 
• Each Dataset maturity in pie 

chart 

 LMA questions in bar chart 
• Number of Datasets at each 

level in Stages 

 Purpose   

• Support the priority setting 
and  budget process 

 

 



Theme Summary Report 
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 General information 

• Theme Lead 

• Submission Status 

 Maturity Status Overview 

• Each Dataset maturity in pie 
chart 

 LMA questions in bar chart 

• Number of Datasets at each 
level in Stages 

 Dashboard Summary 

• Table displays maturity for 
each dataset in Theme 

 Purpose   

• Improved support for 
Federal agency, partner, and 
stakeholder missions 
through informed 
transparent management of 
the NGDA Portfolio 

 
 

 



Dataset Report 
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 General information  

• Title 

• Points of Contact 

• Metadata links 

 LMA output  

• 19 Questions with 
maturity 

• Justification Comments  

• Attachments 

 Purpose   

• Consistent reporting to 
manage A–16 NGDA 

Portfolio    
 

 



Performance Dashboard 
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Tools to measure, 

monitor, and report on 

NGDAs 

Currently accessible to 

Theme and Dataset 

managers 

Plan to make publically 

available 

 

 

 



Moving NGDA Portfolio Management Forward 
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Portfolio 
Management 

NGDA 
Personnel 

Registration 
on 

Geoplatform.
gov 

Dataset 
Baseline 
Lifecycle 
Maturity 

Assessment 

Reports and 
Dashboard 

Strategic 
Planning 

Geospatial 
Investment 
Definitions 

Next Steps: 
Portfolio 
Summary 

Visualizing NGDA information 

Community of Practitioners 

Improved metadata  

Cross-agency coordination 

Data/Services  more accessible 

 Insights on datasets 

Identify ways to improve quality 

Consistent  reporting of 
geospatial expenditures 

Resources spent on NGDAs  

Aligning to agency-wide plans 

Increase transparency 

Broad goals for Themes 

Improving quality and access 
of national datasets 

Adding value to Agency missions 



NGDA Management Plan – Evaluation Project 

FGDC has begun an evaluation of the NDGAMP 
actions 

Goals: 
• Assess the NGDA MP actions and activities to identify their initial 

or expected value 

• Report the value of the assessment and NGDA MP actions and 
their relationship to the A-16 Supplemental Guidance 

• Recommend, based on their assessed value, a set of follow-on 
actions to advance portfolio management 

• Develop methods for improving reporting of value of portfolio 
management actions 

• Align recommended actions with the next NSDI Strategic Plan  
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NGDA Management Plan – Evaluation Project 

 Completed - February 25th facilitated discussion at Esri 
FedGIS conference  

• 59 total participants 

• Representatives from 16 agencies 

• Separated into 4 breakout groups  

• 3 sets of questions  

• Completed NGDA MP activities  

• In progress and planned activities 

• Future 
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 In work - Online evaluation survey to be completed by NGDA 
community 

 Coming up - NGAC Subcommittee for the NDSI Strategic Plan 

 Coming up - NSDI  Strategic Plan community Leaders forum 



NGAC Appointments 

 New Leadership and Membership Appointed to NGAC – Feb 
2016 

• Chair:  Julie Sweetkind-Singer (Stanford University) 

• Vice Chair:  Keith Masback (US Geospatial Intelligence 
Foundation) 

 14 Appointments: 

• 5 reappointments 

• 9 new appointments 

 Next round of appointments (2016) currently under review 
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2015 Annual Report 

 FGDC submits an annual report to OMB 

 Hardcopy reports have been provided to the NGAC 
members 

 Softcopy report will be available at:  
www.fgdc.gov/library/whitepapers-reports/annual 
reports/2015AnnualReport  

 Contact Gita Urban-Mathieux, burbanma@usgs.gov 
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http://www.fgdc.gov/library/whitepapers-reports/annual reports/2015AnnualReport
http://www.fgdc.gov/library/whitepapers-reports/annual reports/2015AnnualReport
http://www.fgdc.gov/library/whitepapers-reports/annual reports/2015AnnualReport
http://www.fgdc.gov/library/whitepapers-reports/annual reports/2015AnnualReport
mailto:burbanma@usgs.gov


New FGDC Website – Coming Soon! 



Steering Committee Page 



What We Do > Standards Development 



Events 



History / Timeline 



Doug D. Nebert NSDI Champion of the Year Award 

 Nomination information is posted on FGDC Web site 
http://www.fgdc.gov/fgdc-news/Nebert_Award_Nomination 

  Will recognize individual or team representing Federal, State, Tribal, 
regional, and (or) local governments, academia, or nonprofit and 
professional organizations 

  Development of an innovative and operational geospatial tool, 
application, or service capability used by multiple organizations 

  Award based on the following foundational precepts  
• Content Innovation and vision 
• Interoperability  
• Use of standards  
• Advancement of NSDI principles  
• Service to communities of users  
• Developed once, used by many  
• Improved performance and service  
• Real-world application  
• here as a sub-bullet  

 First award - Summer of 2016 
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Steering Committee Meeting Overview 

April 8, 1:00-3:00 pm, South Interior Building Auditorium (1st Floor) 

 

1:00 – 1:05 Welcome/Introductory Remarks; Leadership Update Jennifer Gimbel, Chair, DOI 

1:05 – 1:20 Geospatial Platform Jerry Johnston, DOI 

1:20 – 1:50 Biota NGDA Theme Report Marcia McNiff, USGS 

1:50 – 2:05 National Address Database Tim Trainor, DOC; Steve Lewis, 

DOT 

2:05 – 2:25 

 

NGAC Meeting Summary Julie Sweetkind-Singer, NGAC 

Chair 

2:25 – 2:35 Survey for Data Acquisition Vehicles Angela Smith, GSA 

2:35 – 2:50 Geospatial Investments Definitions Document Ivan DeLoatch, FGDC OS 

 

2:50 – 2:55 NSDI Strategic Plan, NGDA Management Plan Evaluation Ivan DeLoatch, FGDC OS 

2:55 – 3:00 Wrap-Up Jennifer Gimbel, Chair, DOI 

3:00 Adjourn 
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NOTE: Registration required for submission to security, Email 

(lfoulkes@usgs.gov) with attendee(s) names and agency 

mailto:lfoulkes@usgs.gov
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Questions??? 


